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Registered Office: 1/9 Sussex Square Brighton BN2 1FJ

Minutes of the 14th Annual General Meeting of the Kemp Town Society, held at EF Language School (1-2 Sussex Square) on Saturday 10th May 2025

Trustee/Directors present: 	Simon Smith, Jeremy Browning, Jayne Paulin, Ann Wroe		
KTS Members present: 		

Samer Bageen, Patricia Beatty, Prof Anne Boddington, Ben Borrett, Sarah Bruce, Debra Erskine, Prof Gavin Henderson, David and Alice Jackson, Rita McCormack, Martin Kenig, Linda Miller, Herb Nahapiet, Dr Janine Nahapiet, Jill Sewell, Maggie and Bruce Tattersall, Elizabeth Wells. 

Apologies for absence were received from: Keith Paulin, David Horwell and Russell Miller.

Agenda item 1		Welcome   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Eder and Edgar Inacio from EF for all their work in helping to set up the venue.    

Agenda item 2 		Minutes of the 121h Annual General Meeting of the Company

The minutes of the previous AGM were received and approved as a correct record of the meeting. [Proposed by David Jackson. Seconded by Janine Nahapiet.] 

Agenda item 3 		Treasurer’s Report for 2024/5

Jeremy Browning reported that the Society’s current bank balance stands at just over £11,000. The Quiz continues to make a modest surplus but the scaled-back drinks event in June 2024 did not generate as much income as the usual garden party. Regular outgoings include IT costs (Mailchimp subscription and webhosting) and the newsletter. Both EF and KTE waive hire charges for events at present. 

In view of the disproportionate cost of retaining accountancy services, the membership agreed to terminate the arrangement with James Todd & Company and bring the preparation of accounts in house with immediate effect. [Proposed by Bruce Tattersall. Seconded by Elizabeth Mills.]

Agenda item 4 		Resignation/Election of Trustees/Directors

The AGM noted that three Directors/Trustees have reached their recommended maximum term of office and will stand down from the committee over the coming months: Jayne Paulin, Vaughan Rees and Simon Smith. The chairman also acknowledged the contribution of Michael Bedingfield, who resigned in February 2025. 

In the interests of continuity, Jayne Paulin agreed to maintain the membership database until a replacement can be found. Simon Smith will continue as chairman until the autumn. The chairman thanked Jayne for all her work as secretary and presented her with a card and gift on behalf of the Society. Jeremy Browning thanked Simon Smith for his outstanding work as chairman over the past decade.

Agenda item 5		Chairman’s Report/Trustees’ Report

Simon Smith gave a report as follows:

i. Although KTS members enjoyed the drinks event, the garden party will revert to its popular traditional timing and format this summer. Particular thanks to Debra Erskine for running the bar and organising a team of volunteers last year. 
ii. The annual quiz remains popular but the Christmas event should be reconsidered. Maggie Tattersall also queried whether ‘Seen from the Street’ had proved to be more appropriate during lockdown. 
iii. Residents continue to be concerned about the potential disruption from summer concerts at Black Rock. Restoration work on a section of the Madeira Arches has commenced and the new café at the Reading Room a resounding success. Simon Smith undertook to write to BHCC to clarify the status of the historic lanterns on the seafront.
iv. KTS membership stands at 150 households and it is hoped that the garden party will help to boost declining numbers. There are over 1,000 followers on Facebook.

Agenda item 6		Summary of Fund Raising Events

Please see item 5(i) above.

Agenda item 7		Communication Report 

Jeremy Browning reported that the software for the KTS website is no longer supported and that the committee is seeking a cost-effective upgrade. Members are invited to make suggestions for alternative provision or appropriate contractors. WBLIMH runs on a different system but would also benefit from upgrading. In the meantime, Jayne and Keith Paulin are working with Vanessa Minns to convert the house histories and associated information into a monograph for archival purposes.

Agenda item 8		Any other business

Simon Smith reported that KTS plans to collaborate with St George’s to produce a bronze plaque commemorating the bicentenary of the church and its links to the Kemp Town Estate. 
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